
We live in an era of l iving room 
economists, expounding their 
views on what's going wrong 
with the country and how they 
would put it right. 

Bad King John is a game which 
will give you a chance to put 
your economic theories to the 
test on a computer model of a 
simple agricultural society. 

Bad King John is the medieval 
lord of a small island with a 
popu l a t i o n of just a few 
thousand. To win the trust of the 
people he must stay on the 
throne for 10 years. 

The task is made more compli-
cated by the need to keep the 
population under 3,500 for this 
period, for rebellion is in the air 
and if the population rises above 
this figure the peasants will 
revolt and overthrow you. 

But weighed against this, you 
must remember that should more 
than 30% starve the remaining 
populace will revolt and bring 
the monarchy-down. 

So keep a careful eye on the 
harvest and the livestock which 
are prone to rot and p lague 
respectively. 

The variables are: Y — years 
on throne; TT and TS = date; P = 
population; C = com; L = live-
stock; S - com to sow; F = tons 
of com to feed people; FL = tons 
of com to feed livestock; SL = 
livestock to slaughter; NP = 
compare with P; H = harvest 
com; I = looping. 
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